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Character at Trailside 
Director’s Notes  
As an EL partner school, we believe that student achievement 
grows in three distinct areas: Mastery of Knowledge and Skills, 
Character and High-Quality Work. This spring, teachers have been 
reflecting on our character framework. In January, we collected data 
from student surveys about our current character traits. We found 
that many students could not name them all, and fewer still could 
define them or connect them to their lives at school. 
 
When we explored a vision for Trailside’s future, we identified the 
importance of students developing mindsets for success. As we 
began this work, we explored the aspects of character we want to 
celebrate in our students:  

• becoming ethical people 
• becoming effective learners 
• contributing to a better world 

 
We asked, “What habits align with those outcomes?” Our next step 
is defining the habits of character we will use to build our new 
character framework. In May, we will be looking for input from 
students and families! Thanks in advance for sharing your voice as 
we strengthen our school community. 
 
If you have questions or ideas, I’d love to hear them! You can reach 
me at masseyj@mapleton.us or 303.853.3041. 
 
All the best, 
Jessie Massey 

 Announcements 
Health and Safety 
Protocols 
As we near the end of the school 
year, we are so grateful that we’ve 
been able to work with students in-
person for the majority of the year. 
We continue to implement our 
health and safety protocols to 
promote health and wellness in our 
community. Please keep the 
following guidelines in mind when 
visiting our school: 
 
-Masks must be worn by all adults 
and children in and outside of the 
school, especially at busy times 
like pick-up and drop-off. 
 
-We continue to limit outside 
visitors inside the school to reduce 
exposure. If you need to pick up 
your child or drop something off, 
please plan on waiting outside or in 
your vehicle. When you notify the 
office of your arrival, we are happy 
to assist you and send your 
student to meet you. 

Assessment Update: 
Students in grades 3-8 begin CMAS testing next week. Grades 3, 5 and 7 will 
take ELA. Grades 4, 6 and 8 will take Math. 8th graders will also take science. 
Thanks for your help in making sure students are well rested next week so 
they can do their best. Testing starts at 8:15am, so please ensure students 
arrive on time. If you have questions about CMAS testing, please contact our 
Assistant Director, Sarah Kopperud (kopperuds@mapleton.us). 

 

8th graders dissect goat 
eyes during a study of 
evolution. 



 
 

We are CREW…not passengers! 
Grit 
In April, students have explored and deepened their 
understanding of grit – demonstrating perseverance 
in the face of challenges. Through readings, class 
discussions and activities, students have reflected 
on how grit helps them be effective learners.  
Throughout the last year, we’ve had to draw on grit 
in new and different ways. The pandemic continues 
to challenge us even as we establish new routines 
and traditions. How has your family shown grit? 
Send your photos, videos and drawings to Mrs. 
Kopperud (kopperuds@mapleton.us) to be featured 
in our next Leader of the Pack assembly! 
Check out our virtual community meeting where we 
honor our Leaders of the Pack: 
https://www.mapleton.us/domain/1265 
 

 Leaders of the Pack – Self-Regulation 
March 
Kinder – Amora, Parker 
1st – Malakai, Emma 
2nd – Katie, Will 
3rd – Jonathan 
4th – Shirley, Elizabeth 
5th – Chris, Sofia 
6th – Aaron, Frida 
7th – Noah, Nevaeh 
8th – Diamond, Versailles 
Specials – Cruz, Mariana, Omero, Ana 

    

Upcoming 
Dates 

May 7 – No School (Collaborative Day, Childcare Open) 

May 12 – Virtual Family Art Experience 

May 20 – PK Last Day of School 

May 26 – Virtual Community Meeting (All Traits Celebrated) 

May 26 – Virtual 8th Grade Continuation 

May 27 – K-8 Last Day of School 
 

6th Grade Botanical Drawings  

Preschoolers practice letters 

Save the Date – Virtual Family Art Experience! 
On May 11th, Trailside is excited to host a 
virtual event for families to experience together. 
We will provide supplies. We will explore the 
theme, “Together We Fly.” We can’t wait! 


